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Listen to the music that was inspired by 
the book

Every chapter in the book corresponds to a 
song on the album. Topless in Tokyo is all 

original music written, performed and 
recorded by bill muter (with featured 

guests).



Bill Muter 

Foreword  

by Drew Tucker 
www.itsnotaxylophone.com 

    There are some people who are 
always dependable. You know the type, 
relatively quiet, calm, cool, and 
collected. The type of  person that 
doesn’t let things get to them. The type 
of  person that you can always count on 
to have the extra extension cord or 
quarter inch cable. If  we are not one of  
these type of  people, I think we all 
subconsciously make up back stories for 
people like this. We imagine their family 
lives being very routine, or that they 
always got good grades, never got into 
any trouble, and basically had a 
relatively boring life. 
    Well, Bill Muter is one of  those 
people for me. We have played a lot of  
music together over the past decade, we 
have been on tour around this country 
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and in several others and he has always 
been the steady yin to my loquacious 
yang. He always has everything that he 
needs for every situation and more often 
times has everything that everybody else 
needs as well. I know his parents too, his 
father is some sort of  engineer and his 
mother is a hospice nurse. Most of  his 
siblings are in law enforcement, the 
careers of  an environment that would 
produce someone dependable, and 
steady like Bill! 
    But man was I wrong. Not about his 
family, his family is exactly the type of  
family that would raise someone with 
the amazing qualities and skills that Bill 
possesses. But I was wrong about this 
man having a boring life! With every 
new tour we went on I would learn 
more and more about some crazy 
experience Bill had. And he would 
always bring them up in some matter-
of-fact way as though everybody had 
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these crazy experiences! A typical 
conversation will go something like this: 

Me: “Hey Bill The flight is delayed, let’s 
grab a drink before our plane boards” 

Bill: “ No thanks, I don’t really drink 
before I fly anymore. The last time I did 
I ended up dying on a flight to Tokyo. 
Oh, by the way did you remember to 
pack your mallet bag in your carry-on 
this time?” 

Or, 

Me: “I hear despite some of  their 
economic challenges, Haiti has some 
beautiful landscapes. did you get to see 
any when you were there Bill?” 

Bill: “ You know, the last time I was 
there I meant to but then I got taken 
hostage so I didn’t really get a chance.” 
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    The more I learned about the crazy 
situations that Bill landed himself  in the 
more I realized that even if  you didn’t 
know Bill, his experiences were too good 
not to share! So for about a year I 
encouraged him to make an album 
where every track was inspired by one 
of  these experiences. But he took it a 
step further and made this incredible 
book and an album that can only be 
described as epic. 
    So I hope that you have as much fun 
learning about the stories and listening 
to this music as we have throughout the 
years because just like Bill, this is music 
you can depend on and it’s anything but 
boring!  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Foreword 
by Claudens Louis 

    Bill aka Tubavisionary is a silent 
killer, doesn’t say much but always has 
something really important and 
insightful to say when he does decide to 
speak! He’s also hilarious, cat’s got jokes 
and stories for days and always knows 
the perfect time to drop one on you! His 
playing is the same way, insightful and 
masterful but light and enjoyable 
backed by a ton of  creativity, on 
whatever instrument he gets his hands 
on!  
    This is why playing with him and 
hanging with him, especially when we’re 
on tour, is so easy! I consider him to be 
a brother and a friend that I look up to. 
It’s a blessing to be able to learn from 
him and rock with him both on and off  
the bandstand. 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  Thank you for picking up a copy of  
my thriller historical biographical pop-
fiction novel “Topless in Tokyo.” This 
book has unknowingly been in the 
works for 30 plus years and now I can 
finally shine a light on some more 
embarrassing and interesting parts of  
my life. As you read through these 

!11



Bill Muter 

stories and antidotes, you may find 
yourself  asking “Did this really 
happen”…well I am here to tell you 
that of  course it did! All of  this stuff  is 
true! That is unless you are my parents, 
In-laws, wife, future child of  mine, 
employer or student. Then don’t believe 
anything you read. In an effort not to 
incriminate any other individuals in this 
book, any people, employers and 
associates will largely remain 
anonymous. If  I do mention your name 
in this book, I pre-apologize.  
    So what is this? I can sum up the 
book in two words “liner notes.” I have 
always been fascinated with the stories 
that surround everything that I 
encounter in life. Once upon a time, 
albums used to have pages of  liner notes 
with the album credits, lyrics and 
occasional anecdotes about the music or 
artist. I miss those days. I love reading 
about the inspiration behind an artist’s 
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